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know, learning takes place everywhere, all the time.

Did you know research shows that all children lose approximately two
months of math and reading skills during the summer?

Summer is dime when you can maintain the academic gains your
child has made.

Keeping children engaged in learning throughout the summer means
they can start the school year learning new material right away.

D.C. has many free, fun and easy activities you can doywiir children
to keep them engaged, curious and using their academic skills.

This guide provides some suggestions, but we encourage you to explore
on your own as well. Check the DCPS website (dcps.dc.gov) weekly fC  pes
new suggestions. You can also submit ideas to share with other
parents.

The key to helping your child learn thighout the summer is to tailor
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Make It Fun For Your ChildrepnAnd Easy on You

The purpose of summer learning is to provide your children with
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and nurture the sense of wonder and curiosity that fuels a lifelong love
of learning.
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As you review this guide, you wihd a variety of simple things you can
do to create a fun, meaningful set of activities for you and your childrer - EN

to do together. Consider the following: I '

Talk to your childrerabout what they enjoyed st and least about the Students at TubmargS
a0K22f &SENW ! &1 4G@KeKé  2dz Yl  PhotobyBelPerezGabiondo RF
academic interest that needs more support.

Ask and identifywhat your children would like to know more about.
Set some learning goals

¢ How many books will your children read this month? This
summer? Talk to your children about

¢ How many minutes of exercise will they do per week? their interesits to identify \_/vhat
types of summer learning

e How often will they danath skiltbuilders? opportunities will be the most
¢ How many creative things will they do? meaningfulto them.

Create a simple chado that you and your children can track their
learning goals and measure their progress.

Complete the DCPS Summer Learning Packetéch contain academic
work to help your hildren remember key skills/concepts they learned
during the past academic year.

Plan an outingn the neighborhood, in the city, out of town, or even a
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experience connected to what they are learning.

& [ A yYou daniuse a single point of interest to generate multiple
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e Help select books in that interest subject;
e Find an activity related to the topic.

Student at Browne EC
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For example, if your children are interested in baseball, find them a v Veg y

book to read about Babe Ruth or Jackie Robinson and visit the Anacostia



Museum exhibit on the Negro Baseball League in D.C., or attend a minor
or major baseball league game.

at BB { ONFedtga nuliindedia experience by viewing the
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e Select a book that has been made into a movie or TV,
e Have your children read the book then watch it on screen;

e Talk about what was similar and what was different. LSS
Students atBrent ES
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INCLUDREADING EVERY DAY

Reading every day helps your child become a better reader. The more

you encourage your child to read and emphasize the importance of Reading 2630 minutes

reading, themoreg dz KSt LI 42 YFAYy Ul Ay YR 0 perdaywil help AtF
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literacy skills.

Find ways to include reading in everyday activities.
¢ Inthe morning: Have your child read whatever is on hand
cereal box, recipe book, magazine, a book.
¢ Inthe afternoon: Set aside at least¢3D minutes to have your
child read a book.
¢ Inthe evening: Ask your children to tell you what they read.
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Practice constructed responses with your child
Atfter your child reads a book or article, watches a TV show or movie,
start a conversation about it. Try the following:

A Ask your child a question about the book, movie, etc.

A Ask your children to answer the questions and give three
details/facts to suppovdefend their answer (by asking why
they gave that answer).
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A The more you do this the more the chiéts in the habit of

thinking and responding this way.



Not sure what your child should read?

Go to a D.C. Public Library

e Libraries have reading lists for all grades. Visit

www.dclibrary.org/kids/booklistsThey also have books and ks . L udlow Tavlor ES
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at the themed book list atvww.dclibrary.org/summerreading
Librarians can helpou and your child select books to read.
e To maximize your visit to the library, check out a few books at a

time.

e Libraries also provide programs for children, teens and families.
Pick up a copy of the library calendar of events from a library
branch, or look at the online calendarwatvw.dclibrary.org If
you have young chil&y = OKS O]l 2dzi a{G2NRGAYS&¢d OGKIFG KST |
teach the building blocks of literacy. To locate times and more 37 T AT U AiiE
information, visitwww.dclibrary.org/kids/storytime OEi A8 ) £ U

where to start, ask a
librarian for assistance.

Pick up and read a newspar or magazine

¢ Newspapers are available throughout the city. Have your child
read the headlines, stories of interest, the sports section or the
comics.

Complete the DCPS Summer Learning Packet

¢ The packet was designed to help reinforce key concepts your
child learned this past school year.

Suggestions
e Talk to your childrerabout what they are interested in and help
them select related books. Having your child participate in the book
selectiongives them a role in their learning and makes it easier to
engage them in the process.
e Check the level of difficulty of the bookYou can use what
GSFOKSNER OFft GKS GFABS FAYISNI
1. Have your children choose a book and begin reading a page
in the book;
2. Ask them to raise a finger each time they read a word they
do not know; and ‘ :
3. lIf there are five or more words on a page with which your Student atWoo dson‘;; h
children are not familiar, have them pick an easier book. Photo by Michael DeAngelis
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determine how your children are progressing.
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e Consider getting a print copy of a book and the audio version
(audio book) for struggling reader&our child can read along while
listening to the story.

e Ask a librariarfor books that would be appropriate for your
struggling reader.

e Read with your children or have them read to yo¥ou are the “‘;
best role model. Take some time to read or be read to as a way O  Studensat H.D. Caooke _
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INCORPORATE MATH EVERY DAY

We all use math evergay. There are some easy and fun ways of
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Practice math facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication, your child math? Focus on
division). Have them design their own flash cards on index ways to get your children

to use their basienath
skillsz addition,

subtraction, multiplication,
division, fractions,
geometry, distance, logic,
strategic thinking. All of
these skills can be used in
basic card or board games,
in the groeery store,

each item. o ) ) A reading the newspaper, etc
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serving for a meal. Have them determine how much each food

item should cost, design a menu then have them take orders

from those who will be eating. Your child will then track the

orders and tally the bill.

Younger children can be the timekeepers for an activity.

Practice different ways of asking them the timedahaving
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dinner will be ready at 7 or in 30 minutes).

Ask your children to track sports stats.

Do laundry together. It will help your children with shapes,
sorting and measuring.

Encourage your children to play with their food! Help your

cards or paper cut into @angles.

Have your children track daily temperatures. Ask them to
determine how much the temperature varies each day and
what the average temperature was for the week.

Have your children help prepare a snack or meal. Have them
measure out ingredientsptint items, read directions or food
packages.

When in a store, ask your children to record and add the cost of

. . . . Students at Cleveland ES
children count items on their plate, look at the food in terms of = gy, byBel perez Gabilondo

fractions, addition, or subtraction.
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¢ Play games. Card games and board games engewtfsldren to
use math, strategy and logic.

HAVE FUN WITHTNESS AND NUTRITION

While some children do a lot of running around during

summer, others are less physically active. And

OKAf RNBYQa RASGA OFy tF0] KSIE(
result is that some children grain weight over the

summer. The following are simple ways to keep your

children- and you- fit and healthy:

e Encourage or takgour children on a walk, jog,
or ride;

e Haw a dance break!Any type of music
anywhere, anytime

e Visit a recreation center

e Playkickball, kick thean, jump rope,
hopscotch, tag;

¢ Cook healthy and nutritious snacks and meals
Visit the DCPS website for some simple recipes;

¢ Visit a farmers market D.C. now has 18 farnemarkets in all
areas of the ity. Exploring the market allows your children to
make a connection between the food they eat and the people
who grow it; experience freshuit and vegetables; and raise
awareness about what they eat; and

e Work on a community gardenThe Department of Parks and
Recreation has gardens throughout the city that you and your
OKAtR OlyYy @AaAG FYR 62N] 2y
involved in reading, math, science, fithess and community
service.

PARTICIPATE IN CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Music
Did you know some of the top musicians in the world are here in ot
city?

The premier militarypands, orchestras and choirs are filled with

Student at Malcolm X
Photo byBel Perez Gabilondo

Students at Noyes ES
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phenomenal musicians who perform throughout the summer. You c: StudensatH.D. Cooke
Photo by Simona Monnatti

find their schedules here:
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Air Forcewww.usafband.af.mil/events/index.asp
Army:www.usarmyband.com/eventalendar.html.
Marines:www.marineband.usmc.mil/
Navy:www.navyband.navy.mil/

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts gives free
performances every day starting at 6 p.m. on its Millennium Stage:
www.kennedycenter.org/programs/millennium/

The NationaParks Service has a listing of summer concerts in the
National Capital Region, including Wolf Trap Farm Park, Carter Barro
Amphitheatre, Fort Hunt and Fort DuPont (most concerts are free). V
www.nps.gov/ncro/publicaffairs/summerinthecity.htm |

Students at Brent ES
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What to do with your child at a performance

When you attend a concert, take a journal so that your children (or you,
can take notes laout what they hear. Ask them what they notice about
the music. Include the elements of music (rhythm, harmony, melody,
form, texture, timbre, and expression). Listen for and comment on
specific technical aspectphrasing, articulation, tone, dynamiasd
intonation. Ask them if the performance expressed what the composer
intended.

If you or your children need or want to learn more about music, visit
www.sfskids.org/templates/home.asp?paigd=1

After you have attended a concert, have your children write a reflection
or critique¢ something they might see in a newspaper or a blog. Use
the journal notes to remind them of what happened during the concert.
You also can use some of the following qims as a starting point.
Encourage your children to write neatly and use their best writing skills
(as they would with any writing assignment). They should include an
introduction and a conclusion.

e How did you feel before the concert?

¢ Which compositionslo you think the ensemble performed bes
and why?

e Which pieces performed by other ensembles did you especii
enjoy or which ones were performed well? Why?

¢ How did you feel during the performance/rehearsal?

e Do you think the ensemble was prepared for thexfprmance?
Is there anything you would do differently?

e Did you notice any comments from family members or other

; Students at Brent ES
audience members? Photo byBel Perez Gabilondo

¢ From what piece did you learn the most? Why and how?
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e What pieces demarell the most from you as a listener? Were
the songs difficult to listen to? Why?

For elementary students, being exposed to a variety of music will help
them developax t A & (G Sy A y JAs @ ®IOWUP, dzk thediodsing
any of the melodies they heauat the concert.

Museums

The Smithsonian museums provide a variety of free exhibits that appe:
to almost any interest. And the size and variety of the museums allow
you to expose your child to many wonders of the world without leaving
D.C.

e Turn a visit to a museum into an adventure. Let your children
pick a museum, then look at what exhibits they can visit.
 Identify topics your child is interested in and look for an exhibit g jensat H.D. Cooke
or museum progren that matches the interest. If your children  Photo by Sinona Monnatti
are interested in jewelry take them to see precious jewels in the
collectionJanet Annenberg Hooker Hall of Geology, Gems, and
Minerals in the Natural History Museum.

Do your children like flowers? Visit ookthe Smithsonian
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the Sackler Gallery to learn about ceramic flowers, learn to

make origami flowers, and create your own display at home.

Want your children to learn more American higtd Take them
to see portraits of American presidents, civil rights pioneers, or
the Elvis exhibit in the National Portrait Gallery; visit the
American History Museum to see a 20€arold American flag,

f SENY Fo2dzi GKS &a{ G NJdspdgatighdt SR . I yYYSNE | yR K
evolved in the United States; or tour the American Indian S

Museum to learn more about Native Americans.

| I @S &2dz2NJ OKAf RNByYy GFf 1SR 062«
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Space Museum.

e For tips on how to plan for a trip to the museums, visit
www.smithsonianeducation.org/families//at _thensithsonian/ Students at Emery EC
at_the_smithsonian.htm! Photo by Simona Monnatt
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Links to Local Museums
Anacostia Museum
www.anacostia.si.edu

1901 Fort Place SE
202.287.3306

Freer Gallery of Art
www.asia.si.edu

Jefferson Drive SW at 12th St. S

202.633.4880

Hirshhorn Museum

and Sculpture Garden
www.hirshhorn.si.edu
Independence Avenue SW
at 7th Street SW
202.633.4674

National Museum of African Art
www.si.edu/nmafa/africart

950 Independence Ave. SW
202.633.4600

Smithsonian American Art
Museum
www.americanart.si.edu
8th & F streets NW
202.633.D00

National Museum

of the American Indian
www.si.edu/nmai

4th Street and
Independence Avenue SW
202.633.1000

National Portrait Gallery
www.npg.si.edu

8th & F streets NW
202.633.8300

Arthur M. Sackler Gallery
www.asia.si.edu

1050 Independence
Ave. SW

202.633.4880

Art Museum o

f the Americas
WWW.museum.oas.org
201 18th St. NW
202.458.6016

Corcoran Gallery
Www.corcoran.org

17th Street & New York Avenue N\

202.638.1439

Del Sol Visual Art
and Media Center
www.fondodelsol.org
2112 R St. NW
202.483.2777

Dumbarton Oaks Museum
www.doaks.org/museum
1703 32nd St. NW
202.338.8278

Hillwood Museum
www.hillwoodmuseum.org
4155 Linnean Ave. NW
202.686.5807

Kreeger Museum
www.kreegermuseum.org
2401 Foxhall Road NW
202.337.3050

(Business Office);
202.338.355ZReservations

National Building Museum
www.nbm.org

F St. between

4th & 5th streets NW
202.272.2448

National Gallery of Art
East Building
www.nga.gov/exhibitions
Madison Drive &

4th Street NW
202.737.4215

West Building
www.nga.gov/exhibitions
MadisonDrive

& 4th Street NW
202.737.4215

Renwick Gallery

www.americanart.si.edu/renwick

17th Street
& Pennsylvania Avenue NW
202.633.2850

National Museum

of Women in the Arts
WWwWw.nmwa.org

1250 New York Ave. NW
202.783.5000

The Phillips Collection
www.phillipscollection.org
16001612 21st St. NW
202.387.2151

Textile Museum
www.textilemuseum.org
2320 S St. NW
202.667.0441
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Sample of Summer Activities at the Smithsonian Museums

Date and Time

Activity

Location

June 2528 and July b, 11a5:30p

Folklife Festival

On the Mall

July 67, 10:1511:30a

Tappers with Attitude

Ripley Center

July 7, 13p Come Draw with Us African Art Museum
July 23, 11&p Scavenger Hunt American Art Museum
July 27, 11a Goombay: The Caribbean Experience | African ArtMuseum
August 6, 16l1a Lady Bug Release American Indian Museum
August 68 Living Earth Festival American Indian Museum
Daily, 10a5:30p Separate and Unequaled: Black Basebi Anacostia Museum
in the District of Columbia
Daily, 10a5:30p America'sPresidents National Portrait Gallery
One Life: Echoes of Elvis
Daily, 10a5:30p Butterflies + Plants: Partners in Evolutig Natural History Museum
Discovering Rastafari!
Insect Zoo
Dinosaurs: Reptiles: Masters of Land
Daily, 10a5:30p Lighting aRevolutiont Electricity Hall American History Museum
Musical Instruments
America on the Move
Daily, 6p Millennium Stage Kennedy Center

Daily, 10a4p, MondaySaturday;
11la4p Sunday

The Building Zone

Family Tool Kits: Patterns, Eye Soy, an
ConstructorDetector (kits have a $5.00
fee)

National Building Museum

Daily, 11:30a Hoknoth-da? (Did you Hear?)Native American Indian Museum
American Storytelling

Daily, 1085:30p Telling Stories: Norman Rockwell from | American Art Museum,®1
the Collections of George Lucas and Floor West
StevenSpielberg

Daily, 10a5:30p The Art of Gaman: Arts and Crafts from| Renwick Gallery,*1Floor

the Japanese American Internment
Camps, 1942946
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ENCOURAGE SHRACED LEARNING

Some children, especially those who are older, may enjoy learning on
their own. Here are some resources to help guide their learning.

Individual Graduation Portfolio (IGP)
This is a great online academic and casglanning resource available y ﬁ?

to all DCPS students in grade$® The IGP provides students with A — 'R
information about their academic records and courses, and provides Student atPhelps HS
online tools to help students build skills andgre longrange planning Photo byMeaghan Gray
for college or careers.

Please note that rising sixth graders can access the IGP in July and rising
ninth graders can access the high sdifeatures of the IGP in July.

Parents do not have their own logins; your child must provide you with

a password.

e Go to www.dcps.bridges.com

e Your child enters theiportfolio name and
password
Their portfolio name is DCR&lowed by their
student ID number. For example:
Portfolio Name: DCPS12345678
Initial PasswordDCPS*Remind your child to
changetheir password after the initial login! *

All students can access their grades and a Learning Styles Inventory. Iithuocignt:yarat’gliaelrgﬂszabiIon ‘o
High school students can access a course plan builder, college or career

planners, aptitude tests, college finders, free PSAT and SAT test

materials, and more.

Learning Express Library (LEL)

Available through the D.C. Public Library website, the LEL helps your
child learn about a variety of topics online through interactive tutorials.
Content areas cover all levels of education (elementary through college
and career prep), Advance Placement practice exams and computer
skills. Visit
www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/?HR=http://www.dclibrary.org

You will need a library card tccess this site. To get a library card, visit
a local branch or go teww.dclibrary.org/services/getacard

Student atBrowne EC
Photo byBel Perez Gabilondo
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Online Tutoring

Through the D.C. Public Library website, students in
elementary through high school can access free online
tutoring in math, science, English, social studies and AP
materials. This is a great ragge to use if your child
struggles to get the answers for any of the work
provided in their DCPS Summer Learning Packet.

To access the service, go to

www.dclibrary.org/teens/homework Under

GK2YSHESNLIE e2dz gAft aSS | odzidz2y
KSt LHE Wwdza & Of AO1 GKS odzidz2y (2
need to enter your D.C. library card number to access

the site.

EXPLORE ONLINE RESOURCES

There are many great things to do online, but parents neeceto b
prudent and children need to be wise. Kids interface with technology
every day through cell phones and the Internet. Take the time to talk to
your children about what content is appropriate for them to access and
view, and what to do if they are approhed, harassed, or exposed to
inappropriate materials online.

For tips on how to keep your child safe online, visit these sites:

¢ Www.commonsensemedia.org

e  wWww.OnGuar@®nline.gov
e www.NetSmartz.org

D.C. Public Libraryww.dclibrary.org

The site has many online resources includifdmpeks, audio books,
movies, and music that can be downloaded to your computer, MP3
player or mobile phone. Go toww.dclibrary.org/booksnovies
music/downloadgo get started. For children ranging in age from
newborns to 10, the library provides two Video Story Book sites:
Bookflix and Tumblebooks. Visit
www.dclibrary.org/kids/videobookto access animated fiction and
non-fiction books for your child.

Student atFrancis-Stevens EC
Photo byBel Perez Gabilondo
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