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ABOUT THIS GUIDE 
What is this guide for? 

Use this guide as a tool to learn about DCPS high schools, the amazing programs offered 
and how your student can enroll. 

How do I use this guide? 
Find 

Learn 

Visit 

Apply 

Read 

Enroll 

Find your neighborhood school: http://dcatlas.dcgis.dc.gov/schools/ 

Determine schools that are a great match for your student. DCPS high 
schools offer exciting programs such as Dual-Language, STEM, AP 
Courses and more! 

Many schools offer open houses. Check them out: 
http://dcps.dc.gov/openhouse 

Some schools require an application; learn more about the My School DC 
lottery application at www.myschooldc.org 

Read the DCPS Enrollment and Lottery Policy Handbook to learn policies and 
procedures, and for answers to commonly asked questions. 

Enrollment begins in April of each year. Visit www.DCPS.org/Enroll 
for more information. 

My School DC Lottery 

The My School DC lottery gives families the opportunity to apply for available seats in early 
childhood programs for 3- and 4-year olds, out-of-boundary DCPS schools in grades K-12, 
and DCPS selective high schools as well as participating charter schools. A single, random 
lottery is run by My School DC to determine placement for new students at all participating 
schools. The Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education (DME) oversees the MSDC lottery in 
collaboration with DCPS, the Public Charter School Board (PCSB) and participating charter 
schools. 

To Learn more about schools, selective high school criteria and the Lottery process, 
visit www.myschooldc.org 

Key Dates 
• Monday, December 12, 2016- SY17-18 High School Application Opens 
• Wednesday, February 1, 2017- SY17-18 High School Application Deadline 
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Feeder-pattern school (also destination school): a school that a student has a 

right to attend based on a student's current school. This assignment only happens 

during the years a student moves from elementary to middle school, or from 

middle to high school. 

In-boundary school (also neighborhood school): a school that a student has 

the right to attend based on where the student's guardian lives. To identify your 

student's in-boundary school, visit http://dcatlas.dcgis.dc.gov/schools/. 

My School DC application: an online application families must use to apply 

for DCPS out-of-boundary schools (K-12), all DCPS preschool (PK3) and 

prekindergarten (PK4) programs. DCPS application high schools (9-12). and 

participating public charter schools. 

My School DC common lottery: a single, random lottery that determines 

placement for new students at all participating My School DC lottery schools . 

Out-of-boundary school: a school that a student does not have the right to attend 

because it is not an in-boundary school or a feeder-pattern school. 

Application high school: a DCPS high school that requires an application for entry 

into the school. There are two types of DCPS application schools: 

Citywide: a school that does not have a boundary and therefore cannot be claimed 

as an in-boundary school. Ron Brown is the only DCPS citywide application high 

school. 

Selective: a school that admits students based on specific eligibility criteria. DCPS 

has six selective application high schools: Banneker, CHEC, Ellington, McKinley 

Tech, Phelps, School Without Walls. 
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PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR 
SUCCESS IN COLLEGE AND CAREER 

OVER 
75°/o 

of jobs in the DC area require some form of postsecondary education. 

Within DCPS high schools, we offer many resources to prepare our 

students to succeed in college and career. 

CAREER EDUCATION PATHWAYS: 

DCPS offers 

21 CAREER 
EDUCATION PATHWAYS 
across our high schools 

Each Career Education Pathway consists of 3 or 4 
courses that students take in addition to their core 
high school classes. 

Career Education Pathways are rigorous, engaging, lead to college, and include the following 

components: 

Industry-valued 
certification exams 

Paid internship 
opportunities 

Employability 
skills training 

College and career 
field trips 

Students interested in enrolling in a Career Education Pathway should speak with their school's 

counselor and teachers. 
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DCPS GOES TO COLLEGE! 

Irs never too early to start preparing tor college! 
All these resources are available to all DCPS high school students and families . 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Naviance: Use Naviance to learn more about colleges and career 

opportunities available to you, and track your progress along the steps to meet 

your postsecondary goals. 

http:// dcps.dc.gov /page/create-smart-college-list-naviance 

SAT Test Prep: Almost all colleges require applicants to submit SAT scores. 

Practice makes perfect! All DCPS students can take SAT Test Prep for free via 

the College Board's Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/sat. 

DCPS Scholanhip & Financial Aid: College tuition can be expensive­

but there are many financial aid and scholarship options available that can make 

it affordable. DCPS posts all scholarship and financial aid resources in Naviance. 

http:// dcps.dc.gov /page/research-and-apply-financial-aid-and-scholarships 

Dual lnrollment: In collaboration with local colleges and universities, DCPS 

offers its students the opportunity to maintain their high school status while 

enrolling part-time or full-time at a participating college or university. 

http://dcps.dc.gov /service/college-prep-programs 

For more information on college and career programs go to 
http://dcps.dc.gov/collegecareer 
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