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Grade 2
Focus: English/Language Arts
Note: These activities may take more than one day to complete and can be repeated over time.

Activity #1

	Skill
	Materials
	Activity

	Distinguishing between fiction and nonfiction texts
	· Fiction books
· Non-fiction, like newspapers or books about nature. 
· Suggested books for this grade level: 
“The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein

“Cloudy with a Chance of

Meatballs” by Judi Barrett

“The Story of Ruby Bridges” (Robert Coles)
“Flash, Crash, Rumble, and Roll” (Franklyn Mansfield Branley)
For more grade level appropriate books, visit the below websites.

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists/
http://www.dclibrary.org/kids/booklists#k
	· Before or after you read a book with your child you should discuss whether it is fiction (which means it is made up, or not true) or nonfiction (which means it is based in fact and true) 
· These questions should help you determine if a text is fiction or non-fiction: 
· 1. Does this text look like it is about information or about a story?
· 2. Are the pictures real photographs or illustrations?
· 3. How is the text organized (does it have sections, chapters, headings)? What does this tell you about whether the text is fiction or nonfiction?

· 4. What do you think this text is mainly about?

(For parents wanting more practice with this, go to this great website and practice with your child http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/i/fictionnonp1st.cfm


Activity #2
	Skill
	Material
	Activity

	Following multiple step directions, sequencing
	· Simple recipe 
	· Invite your child to cook a simple recipe with you.
· Ask them to follow the instructions as you read them, using the words first, next, then, finally.  Check to make sure all of the steps were followed correctly.
· On another day, have them instruct you on how to follow the same recipe.  Prompt them to use the words first, next, then, finally. 


Activity #3: 
	Read texts fluently, with expression
	· Timer

· Stories involving dialogue such as:
“Fox” series by Edward Marshall

“Frog and Toad” series by Arnold Lobel

“Magic Treehouse” series by Mary Pope Osborne

For more grade level appropriate books, visit the below websites.

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists/
http://www.dclibrary.org/kids/booklists#k
	· Have your child read from a familiar story for a minute.
· Have your child point out words or places in text that were difficult or unknown.

· Help your child sound out the words they struggled with.
· Have your child reread the same text, this time correcting errors.

· Have your child read a place in the text with dialogue (place in text where characters are talking). Encourage your child to use special voices to make the dialogue special and more noticeable. 


Activity #4
	Word relationships/ synonyms and antonyms
	· Suggested books for this grade level: 
“The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein

“Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” by Judi Barrett
“The Story of Ruby Bridges” (Robert Coles)

“Flash, Crash, Rumble, and Roll” (Franklyn Mansfield Branley)
· Frequently used words, such as fun, good, cold, hot, happy, sad
· Note cards
For more grade level appropriate books, visit the below websites.

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists/
http://www.dclibrary.org/kids/booklists#k
	·  When reading with your child, pick certain words that have many other synonyms. Have your child talk about (or write) at least one other way of saying the same idea another way.

· When reading with your child, pick words that have a specific opposite. Have your child supply at least one word that means the opposite of the word in the text.

· Talk with your child about the variety of ways of describing the same idea with multiple words (example: cold can also be described as freezing, cool, frigid, frozen, shivering). Write all these words on note cards and have your child organize them. Then have your child explain why he or she organized them in a certain way.
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