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Grade: 3
Focus: English/Language Arts
Note: These activities may take more than one day to complete and can be repeated over time.

Activity 1

	Skill
	Materials
	Activity

	Determine meaning of words through context clues 
	Pencil

The following text:

I have such a fit, 
When these words don’t fit! 
Like when all through the spring, 
All the deer jump and spring, 
And the lions feel they might 
Want to show their strength and might, 
When the monkeys swing 
From a vine like a swing, 
And the roar of the bear 
Is too loud for me to bear, 
And I can’t try to pet one, 
since it’s not a pet! 
I’m not trying to be mean, 
But what do these words mean?

	· Use clues from a text to determine the meanings of grade-level and subject specific words in that text.

· After reading the text, ask your child to identify by circling the words with multiple meanings and explain the different meanings of each word.
· Encourage your child to identify other multiple-meaning words in other stories read at home.
 


Activity 2:
	Support ideas using textual evidence
	Magazine Article

Highlighter or Scissors
	Read a magazine article with your child.  Ask your child a question about the text and before he or she answers, have him or her highlight or cut out the sentences or words that will support his or her answer.
· Demonstrate understanding of a text by asking and answering questions about the text. 

· Base answers to questions on specific information in the text.


Activity 3

	Sequence details
	No materials needed
	· Ask your child to tell you about his or her day, putting the things that happened in order from first to last. Then, ask your child to tell you how things that happened during his or her day affected other events in his or her day. Encourage your child to use sequence words such as first, next, then, after, and finally when sharing events in order.


Activity 4

	Main Idea
	Text for Aesop’s Fables 
(included below)
	· Determine the most important idea, message, or lesson in a text and show how the details in the text support this message. 
· Have your child read an Aesop Fable e.g. The Boy who Cried Wolf or The Lion and the Mouse. Discuss the meaning of the fable with your child and the importance of this message.


The Boy Who Cried Wolf

There once was a shepherd boy who was bored as he sat on the hillside watching the village sheep. To amuse himself he took a great breath and sang out, "Wolf! Wolf! The Wolf is chasing the sheep!" The villagers came running up the hill to help the boy drive the wolf away. But when they arrived at the top of the hill, they found no wolf. The boy laughed at the sight of their angry faces. "Don't cry 'wolf', shepherd boy," said the villagers, "when there's no wolf!" They went grumbling back down the hill. Later, the boy sang out again, "Wolf! Wolf! The wolf is chasing the sheep!" To his naughty delight, he watched the villagers run up the hill to help him drive the wolf away. When the villagers saw no wolf they sternly said, "Save your frightened song for when there is really something wrong! Don't cry 'wolf' when there is NO wolf!" But the boy just grinned and watched them go grumbling down the hill once more. Later, he saw a REAL wolf prowling about his flock. Alarmed, he leaped to his feet and sang out as loudly as he could, "Wolf! Wolf!" But the villagers thought he was trying to fool them again, and so they didn't come. At sunset, everyone wondered why the shepherd boy hadn't returned to the village with their sheep. They went up the hill to find the boy. They found him weeping. "There really was a wolf here! The flock has scattered! I cried out, "Wolf!" Why didn't you come?" An old man tried to comfort the boy as they walked back to the village. "We'll help you look for the lost sheep in the morning," he said, putting his arm around the youth, "Nobody believes a liar...even when he is telling the truth!"

The Lion and the Mouse

Once, as a lion lay sleeping in his den, a naughty little mouse ran up his tail, and onto his back and up his mane and danced and jumped on his head, so that the lion woke up. The lion grabbed the mouse and, holding him in his large claws, roared in anger. 'How dare you wake me up! Don't you know that I am King of the Beasts? Anyone who disturbs my rest deserves to die! I shall kill you and eat you!' The terrified mouse, shaking and trembling, begged the lion to let him go. 'Please don't eat me Your Majesty! I did not mean to wake you, it was a mistake. I was only playing. Please let me go - and I promise I will be your friend forever. Who knows but one day I could save your life?' The lion looked at the tiny mouse and laughed. 'You save my life? What an absurd idea!' he said scornfully. 'But you have made me laugh, and put me into a good mood again, so I shall let you go.' And the lion opened his claws and let the mouse go free. ‘Oh thank you, your majesty,' squeaked the mouse, and scurried away as fast as he could. A few days later the lion was caught in a hunter's snare. Struggle as he might, he couldn't break free and became even more entangled in the net of ropes. He let out a roar of anger that shook the forest. Every animal heard it, including the tiny mouse. 'My friend the lion is in trouble,' cried the mouse. He ran as fast as he could in the direction of the lion's roar, and soon found the lion trapped in the hunter's snare. 'Hold still, Your Majesty,' squeaked the mouse. 'I'll have you out of there in a jiffy!' And without further delay, the mouse began nibbling through the ropes with his sharp little teeth. Very soon the lion was free. I did not believe that you could be of use to me, little mouse, but today you saved my life,' said the lion humbly. ‘It was my turn to help you, Sire,' answered the mouse. Even the weak and small may be of help to those much mightier than themselves.
Activity 5

	Author’s purpose
	Newspaper 
	· Read a newspaper editorial about a contemporary issue or event with your child. Have your child write his or her opinion on the article. Then, tell your child your opinion about the article. Ask your child to compare both of your opinions to the opinion of the person who wrote the newspaper article.
· Tell the difference between one’s own opinion and the opinion of the characters, authors or narrators of a text
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