[image: image1.png]r]\\ DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
¥ PUBLIC SCHOOLS



[image: image1.png]


Grade: 4
Focus: English/Language Arts
Note: These activities may take more than one day to complete and can be repeated over time.

Activity #1:

	Skill
	Materials
	Activity

	Identify the moral of a story
	· Variety of fables, folktales, fairytales or legends with your child. 
· See list of possible folktales: 
· Thirteen Moons on Turtle’s Back (Joseph Bruchac)
· The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses (Paul Goble)
· Children of the Earth and Sky: Five Stories About Native American Children (Stephen Krensky and James Watling)

· The Woman Who Outshone the Sun/La mujer que brillaba aún más que el sol (Alejandro Cruz Martinez and Fernando Olivera)
For more folktales, visit the below websites.

http://www.pitara.com/talespin/folktales.asp
http://www.americanfolklore.net/sindex.html
	· Ask your child to tell you the lesson they learned from the story.
· Ask your child how they could apply that lesson to their everyday life.
· Have your child identify the parts of the story and/or actual words where the moral became clear.


Activity #2: 

	Skill
	Materials
	Activity

	Identify the different characteristics and structures of text
	· Books of poetry
· Nonfiction books
· Fiction books

	· Read a poem or two each day. Ask your child what is similar and different about each poem. Have them pay attention to the structure of the poem: the way the words and rhyming syllables are organized.
· Look at a poem next to a page of a nonfiction text. Have your child describe what they notice about the similarities and differences between texts.



Activity #3:
	Skill
	Materials Needed
	Activity 

	Identify the main idea and supporting details in informational text
	· Newspaper or magazine articles from one of the following sources:
· Ranger Rick

· National Geographic: Explorer

· Zoobooks

· Sports Illustrated: Kids
	· Ask your child to read the article and highlight the main idea and underline the supporting details in each paragraph or section. 

· Have them explain why they highlighted each sentence and ask them to show you how each detail they marked supports the main idea.
· Have your child discuss the main message or point of the entire article. Describe that each paragraph or section contributes to a main idea or message of an entire piece.
 


Activity #4:

	Skill
	Materials Needed
	Activity 

	Author’s Purpose
	· Newspaper or magazine article from one of the following sources:

· Ranger Rick

· National Geographic: Explorer

· Zoobooks

· Sports Illustrated: Kids
	· Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support the different points the author is making.

· Have your child identify something she/he wants to convince you or his or her siblings of (choosing what to eat for dinner, what TV show to watch, etc.).  Have your child make a list of reasons/evidence why you/your family should agree.  
· Read a newspaper or magazine article together and have your child first identify the author’s main point and then identify the reason/evidence the author uses to support the different points of the article.
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