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Grade: 5
Focus: English/Language Arts

Note: These activities will likely take more than one day to complete and can be repeated over time.

Activity #1: 

	Skill
	Materials Needed
	Activity

	Use and identify persuasive words
	· Advertisements from a newspaper or magazine
· Markers
· Paper 
	Ask your child to review a variety of advertisements for a service. 
Ask them to identify the persuasive words that are used in the ad. 

Discuss how authors sometimes use loaded/emotional words or exaggeration to capture the reader’s attention. 

Help your child create their own ad to advertise a service in the neighborhood, ie. babysitting, lawn mowing. 


Activity #2: 

	Skill
	Materials Needed
	Activity

	Character traits
	· Grade level text
	Explain how two or more characters in a story are similar or different and use evidence from the story to support this explanation. 

When reading a nonfiction text, describe the relationships or interactions between two individuals in the text.

Have your student choose two characters from a book or passage they are reading. Ask your child to complete a Venn Diagram (see link for example) http://www.literacylane.org/pdfs/venndiagram_character.pdf to compare the characters, writing their similarities in the middle of the diagram and their differences on the outside.

Have your child create a character web where he or she links a character name to words that describe that character. Follow the link below for possible web ideas:
http://www.worksheetlibrary.com/subjects/graphicorganizers/writing/characters/
Have students discuss parts of the text that led them to describe the character with these words.


Activity 3

	Skill
	Materials
	Activity

	Sequence details
	Fiction or non-fiction grade level text
	· When reading non-fiction texts, explain how events, or ideas are related to one another. 

· When reading a fiction text, such a story, play, or poem, describe how the chapters, scenes, or stanzas fit together.

After reading a text (story, poem, or non-fiction text), have your student choose 2-3 big events from the passage. Next have your student write about how each event is related, i.e. Did one event cause another? How did one event lead to causing another? What was a common motivation or cause of all the events?


Activity 4

	
	
	

	Analyze details and draw conclusions
	Grade level text
	· Read and understand a variety of grade-level text.

· Use details from the text to support an explanation of what the text is about, why the text was written, and the relationships between characters in the After reading a book that has characters in it, have your student choose two or three characters to talk about. Ask your student to, “describe the relationship between the two characters.” Ensure that the student includes quotations and examples from the text to back up his or her description of the two characters’ relationship.


Other possible suggestions:
1) Evaluating an author’s arguments

2) Word families – words that are related through roots, prefixes, suffixes, etc.
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