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FISTRIGT OF COLUMBIA

1 PUBLIC SCHOOLS Private and Religious Office (PRO)

Otflve of $peol§E Educe tion

District of Columbia Public Schools, Office of Special Education:
Statement of Services Agreement
for Parentally-Placed Private Schoof Children with Disabilities

Private and Religious Office {(PRO)

The District of Columbia Public School's (DCPS) Private and Religious Office (PRO) is respons!ble for locating,
Identifying, and evaluating all parentally-placed private school chiidren ages 8-22 who have a disability or are
suspected of having a disebillty who are parentally-placed in a private elementary or secondary school located
within the District of Columbla {DC).! Elementary scheol Is defined as "a nonprefit Instltutional day or residential
school including a public elementary charter school that provides elementary education, as determined by state
law.? DC defines elemantary education as Including the two yaars prior to a child's eligibility for enrollment In
kindergarten (which includes children in preschool and children In orekindergarten), DC's defin:tron of elementary
schoo! includes child development centers serving preschoo! and prekindergarten aged chlldren.’ The term
prfvate school” means a school that is not under Federal or public supervision or control, which includes religious
schools.* This agreemant does not apply to students whese parents have chosen to home-schosl thelr children.

Purpose

This dacument outlines the special education and related service {equitable services) DCPS will provide to
parentally-placed private school children with disabllltles as requirad by the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act {IDEA) of 2004 (P.L. 108—246), This $tatement of Services replaces the prior Statement of
Services from 2005. Though the responsibillties of DCPS to parantally-placed private school children with
disabillties are differant from its responsibilitias to children enrolled In public schools, DCPS Is committed to
ensuring that all eliglble students with disabHities recelva special education services, including parentally-placed
private school ehildren with disabliitles. Parentally-placed private scheol children with disabilitles may receive
dlfferent services than children with disabilities enrolled and attending a D.C. public school.”

Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)

The school district {"district”) in which & child residas is respansible for ensuring FAPE Is available, The District
where a child resides Is responsible for making FAPE available to parentally-placed children with disabilities who
attend @ private school unless the parent makes clear his or her intent to keep the chlld enrolled In the private

school,

if a determinatian Is made through the child find process by the district where the private school is located that a
child is eliglble for special education and a parent makes clear his/her Intent to keep the child enrolled in the
privete school, the district where the child resides Is not required to make FAPE avallable, However, if a parent
chooses ta accept the offer of FAPE and enroll the child in a public school, then the district where the child resides
Is obligated to make FAPE availakle,

Children Placed in Private Schools Locoted fn OC

The PRO will serve parentally-placed children with disakilities whe attend a private schaol that is lacated within
DC.E A parent who does not reside in DC who chooses to place their child in a private school located In DC will ba,
sarved by the PRO. ,

Children Placed in Private Schaols that are Not Located in DC

' §300.131, §300,132

? §300.13

¥ DCMR, Divislon VI, Title 38, Subtitle |, Chapter 2A, Subchapter |, § 38-271.01
* 34 CFR Part 77

® 5300.137, §300.138

% 5300,131(f}, §300.132
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DISTRICT QF COLUMB!A

In PUBLIC SCHOOLS | Private and Religious Office (PRO) .

Otflos of $pasial Edugution

If a parentally-placed private school child with a disabllity attends a private school in a district that Is located
outside of DC, a parent may request that the PRO determine whether their child Is eligible for special education
(the parent would still have to submit the referral form and required enrollment forms), including evaluations {if
necassary), However, the PRO wili not write Individual service plans (I5Ps) nor will It provide gguitable services
{should the child quallfy} for these children. These parents should contact the district in which the private school is
located to find out what equitable services are avallable to parentally-placad privata schoal childran with
disabllities.

Child Find

DCPS must conduct a thorough and complete chlld find process {whichIncludes locating, dentifying, and :
evaluating children) for parentally-placed private schoel children agas 3-22° DCPS must conduct chlld find for
children who are In non-profft and for-profit elementary and secondary schoals located within DC. Zarly Stages, in
coliaboration with the PRO, operates the child find process for all children ages 3 ~5 years and 10 months,
including parantally-placed private school children with disabilities or who are suspected of having a disabliity. The
PRO oparates the child find process for parentally-placed children with disabilities and parentally-placed children
who are suspected of having z disability, ;

As part of the Chlld Find procass, the PRO will send copies of the relevant PRO decuments to private schools that
are Jocatad within DC In order for private schools to inform parents of children with disabilities and those who are
suspected of having a disability, These forms will also be avallabia cn the PRQ's website and will be sent to parents
who request them. Tha process to determine a parentally-placed private school child’s eligibility begins when a
child is refarred to the PRO. In crder for a child to be evaluated, a parent must have submltted the requlred PRO
forms {available on the PRO website).

Funding

The amount of funds that are available to be spent on parentally-placed private school children will ba
proportionate to the amount of federal funds available, consistent with IDEA.®

Dute Coffection

DCPS will collect the following data for parentally-placed private school children ages 3-22, including:
« the number of children evaluated for special education;
* the number of children determined to be chlldran with disabilities; and

« the number of children served.™

Eligibility Determination

In order to determine eligibility for special education and its associated services, a child must first be refarred to
the PR (with signed consent from a parent/guardlan). Aftar the Initial referral, the parent must complete and
submit the required forms with the PRO (available on the PRO wehbslte). When the required forms have been
completed and submitted, the PRO will work with the parent to evaluate the child In a timely manner. The
ellglbility process js different for chlfdren who are 3 years old to 5 years and 10 months than for children who are 5
years and 10 months to 22 years old;

For children who are 3 years old to 5 years and 10 months: The evaluation anc aligibility rmeating wil! be

conducted by Early Stages, and in most cases will be held at Early Stagas, Early Stages Is a DCPS diagnostic
center that serves childran who are 3-5 years and 10 months old.

Forchildren who are 5 years and 10 months tp 22 years old: The evaluation and elighhility meetings will be

"“I'tie definition DCPS uses for an ISP Is the same definition that exists In $300.37 for a "Servicas plan.”
# §300,131, DCMR/DC Code

® §300.133

300,132
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DIETRIGT OF COLUMEALA

g PUBLIC SCHOOLS Private and Religious Office (PRO)

Dffivg of Spoclal Edyeation

conducted by DCPS and in most cases will be hald at a DCPS {ocal school. The DCPS local school could be
the DCPS public school closest to (1) tha private school in which the child is enrolled or {2) the student’s
nefghborhood DC public school.

Children Found Eligible for Special Education

Resldents of DC Non-Residents of DC

Foamilies of Children Ages 3 - 5 years and 10 months: Famifles of Children Ages 3-22:

1. The parent will be offered an Indlviduallzed 1. The parent will be offered an ISP and the equltable
aducation program (IEP) and a placement in an services for which they gualify.
appropriate site for services, 2. [Ifthe parent chooses to deciine the ISP and
A parent may choose to deciine an IEP [before it is equitable services, the PRO will close the case,
Wﬁ[‘tﬂ?} ‘f‘they know thn’i’y do not wont thelr child to A parentmay choose to re-enroll thelr child with
be placed in a DCPS school and do not want tc see the PRO at any time in the future.

the IEP. By declining an 1EP ond o placement in on
appropriate site for services, a family may be
declining services thot are avallable to DCPS
students and that are not available to porentally-
placed private school children. Should a parent
decline on IEP and placement before they are
offered, the PRO will stiil offer #2 below (an ISP and
equitable services) below,

2. Ifthe parent chooses fo decline the IEP and
placement, the parent will then be offered an
Individual servlce plan (1SP) and the equitable
services for which they guallfy,

3. Ifthe parent chooses to decline the ISP and the
equitable services for which they quallfy, the PRO
will close the case.

A purent may choose to re-enroll thelr child with
the PRO at any titne in the future.

Eamilles of Children 5 vears and 10 months - 22;

1. The parent will be offered an ISP and the equitabla
sarvices for which they qualify,

2. If the parent chooses to decline the ISP and
eguitahle services, the parant may choose to enroll
their ¢hild in a DCPS local school and will then
racelve an [EP and the related services for which
they quallfy.

3. [fthe parent chooses ta decline to enroll thair child
in a BCPS local school and declines an fEP and
related services, tha PRO wlll close the case.

A parent may choose to ra-gnroll thefr child with
the PRO ot any time in the future.

Equitable Services

DCPS will provide the following equitable services for parentally-placad private school children with disabillties
who are determined to be ellgible for special education by DCPS and have sccepted the I1SP:
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= pigTRICT OF COLUMBLA

S PUBLIC SCHOOLS Private and Religious Office (PRO)

Dtfive of Spoglal Educm.l;;u;

» Al students who gualify for speech/language services: up to one hour per week of speech/language
services;

*  For children prior to 5 years and 10 months who gualify; up to one hour per week of occupatioral
therapy;

»  For children prior to 5 years and 10 menths who gualify: up to one hour per week of physical therapy;

= Allstudents 5 years and 10 months and above who qualify for occupatienal therapy: up to two school-
based consultations per school year for consultative occupational therapy;

% One full-time special education teacher who will provide support to private elementary and secondary
sthool (which Includes chlid development centers) administrators and staff Including:

o  Forstudents In 4™ grade and shove (based on availabllity): professional development
apportunities in regards to Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA} or Behavior Intervention Plan
{BIP} implementation;

o Forall students (based on availability): coaching for differentlated Instruction and behavioral
suppoerts; and

= DCPS will open relevant professlonal development opporiunities to private school {which includes child
development centers) adminlstrators and staff, when possible,

Fquitable services:

= aragenerally delivered at the DCPS local school though they may be delivered, at DCPS’s discretion,
elsewhere if necessary;

= may be dallvered during the school day, before the school day, or after the school day; and

®  are not available for parentally-placed private school childran with disalllities who are enrolled in afor-
profit elemantary or secondary school, ™

Timely and Meaningful Consctitation with Representatives of Private Scheols and Porents

Representatives from DCPS must consult regularly with representatives of private schools and representatives of
parents of parentally-placed private schaol children with disabilities. The objective of these meetings is to have an
ongolng dialogue related to the implementation of this agreement. Timely and meaningful consultation will occur
via quarterly meetlngs {four times a year) at the PRO. As necessary, the PRO will inform DCPS principals,
adrminlstrazors, and staff of PRO policles. * To learn more sbout these meetings, please contact the PRQ.

Complaints

A private school offlclal has tha right to submit a complaint to the OSSE (Office of the State Superintendznt of
Education) that DCPS did not engage in meaningful and timely consultation or did not give due consideration to the
views of the private school official. A complaint must provide the basis of the private school official’s bellef that the
district did not comply with the consultation requivemants. DCPS will forward appropriate documentation related to
the complaint to the OSSE. If the private school officlal is dissatisfied with the declsion of the OSSE, the official may
submit a complaint to tha Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education providing the basis of the official’s belief
that PCPS dld not comply with the consultation requirements, and the 0SSE must forward the appropriate
documentation related to-tha comglaint to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education,

Contact Informertion

Infarmation regarding the PRO {including information for parentally-ptaced private school child with disabilities),
guidance fram the U.S. Department of Education, and guldance from the O5SE will be updated as necessary on the
PRO website. Please visit the DCPS PRO website [http:/fdcps.de.gov/DCPS/PRC] for this informatlon.

1 £300,13 and §300.36
1 8300,134
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