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What is Child Find?

The I.D.E.A. (Individuals
with Disabllities Education
Act) is a federal law that
requires DCPS to identify,
locate, and evaluate all
children with disabilities
from ages three through
twenty-one years who are
residents of the District of
Columbia, including
children who attend a
private school or a
homeschool. This
requirement is referred to
as “Child Find.”
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The Referral Process

1. Parent/Guardian & School Discuss
Concerns

2. Referral is Made

The parent/guardian, or someone else familiar with the
child, makes a referral by submitting a referral form to
dcps.childfind@k12.dc.gov or calling 202-740-1643

3. Analyzing Existing Data (AED) Meeting
The AED Meeting participants review existing data and
decides whether additional assessments are needed. If
evaluation is not warranted, the referral will be closed. If
initial evaluation is warranted, then DCPS will issue
consent forms.

4. Additional Assessments

DCPS conducts the needed assessments for specific
areas of educational need.

5. Eligibility

The |IEP team determines if the child does or does not
require special education and related services. If they do
and are a DC resident, the parent will be asked to provide
initial consent for services. To qualify for special
education and/or related services, two things must be
true: the child must have a disability as defined by the
[.D.E.A., AND the disability must adversely affect a child’s
educational performance causing them to need special
education and related services.

6. Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

Meeting / Services Plan Meeting

In this meeting, if initial consent for services is received,
an IEP is proposed for DC residents that can be fully
implemented at a DCPS school. Students attending a
private school in DC who qualify for Speech Services will
have a Services Plan proposed.

Equitable Services

Equitable Services are services
provided to students who are
parentally-placed at a private
school located in D.C.

Speech Language Pathology
(Speech Therapy) is currently
offered as part of Equitable
Services.

A Services Plan describes the
Equitable Services provided by
DCPS at the private school. It
will include goals and
Information about the student’s
present levels of performance.
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