
 
  

 

   
 

DCPS Licensure Update for SY 2021-22 

Given the ongoing challenges of the pandemic, the Office of the State 

Superintendent of Education (OSSE) has granted DCPS a final year of licensure 

flexibility for new hires for SY21-22. 

 

Terminations for licensure non-compliance for SY 20-21 will not be rescinded. 
However, educators are eligible to apply for a position if they have submitted an 
OSSE application between June 1, 2020 and May 27, 2021. In addition to meeting 
this requirement, all other onboarding and clearance requirements must be met 
in order for candidates to be selected for rehire. 
 

Although a license is not required to apply to teach in DCPS, consistent with 

governing regulations (5-A DCMR §1601.1), a teaching credential is required to 

teach in DCPS. DCPS will be monitoring to ensure that all staff members in 

positions requiring a license are licensed by March 1, 2022. Teachers not 

licensed by this date will be terminated effective the end of SY 21-22. 
 

Please note that OSSE is a separate government agency from DC Public Schools 
that sets forth the credential qualifications and manages the credentialing 
process. 
 

Minimum Eligibility Criteria 
Candidates must meet one of the following criteria to move through the TeachDC 

screening process: 

• OSSE-issued credential or valid credential from another state 

• 1 year of full-time lead teaching experience 

• Enrolled in a teacher preparation program 

• Registered for at least 2 of the 4 required educator credential exams 



 
  

 

   
 

Suggested Next Steps 
Below you can find suggested next steps if you are advanced to the 

Recommended Pool: 

• All candidates should be working toward securing their teaching credential 

through OSSE. We encourage you to register for required educator 

credential exams if you have not yet. 

• If you have passing scores for the approved basic skills and subject content 

knowledge exam, we encourage you to submit your application to OSSE for 

a teaching credential, as this process can take up to 12 weeks. 

• If you hold a valid (active) and full (non-provisional) teaching license from 

another state, and meet certain requirements, you may be eligible for 

reciprocal DC licensure. 

• If you hold a valid and full (non-provisional) license from another state but 

do not meet the testing requirements (e.g., you have not taken a pedagogy 

exam), OSSE will grant you an Initial Credential, which is valid for three 

years. You will then need to come into compliance with DC's testing 

requirements within the three-year period of the Initial Credential in order 

to obtain a Standard Credential.  

• You can explore the different types of OSSE-issued teaching credentials 

here. 

•  If you are in need of renewing your teaching credential, you can find more 

on how to do so on OSSE’s website. 

Other Resources 
Below you can find our licensure requirements that will be reinstated for the 

2022-23 school year.  

• Our previous licensure requirements that will go back into effect for the 

2021-22 school year can be found here: 

o Teacher Credential Minimum Eligibility Requirements 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/Educator%2520Testing%2520Flyer%25208.26.19.pdf&sa=D&ust=1603927576453000&usg=AOvVaw1i9OqNGy04GFZGzSP86Jau
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/Educator%2520Testing%2520Flyer%25208.26.19.pdf&sa=D&ust=1603927576453000&usg=AOvVaw1i9OqNGy04GFZGzSP86Jau
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osse.dc.gov/page/teacher-certification&sa=D&ust=1603927576454000&usg=AOvVaw063vYgVX95vDaNBf51NA5Z
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osse.dc.gov/page/reciprocity-credential-holders-other-states&sa=D&ust=1603927576454000&usg=AOvVaw1Ezrx6enNz_UNBKZFk7fRM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osse.dc.gov/page/teacher-certification&sa=D&ust=1603927576455000&usg=AOvVaw1v7WjPeTmF-s19yAcWKHWe
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://osse.dc.gov/node/1310011&sa=D&ust=1603927576456000&usg=AOvVaw34c80-0thSmleITibTkPlq
https://dck12-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/teach_dcps_k12_dc_gov/EYye-veE0ZVNgPZttTy_uWUB9fRQSLC0Gd1YNqtQm9Z_8g


 
  

 

   
 

o Teacher Credential Eligibility Requirements (Spanish) 

To apply for licensure, please contact OSSE through their website, via email at 

osse.asklicensure@dc.gov, or by phone at (202) 741-5881. 

Visit our Candidate Resources to help guide you through the application process. 

For additional questions about your teacher application, please email 

teach.dcps@k12.dc.gov. 

https://dck12-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/teach_dcps_k12_dc_gov/Ee9LLA4UFLtLtPPKeQvJxpYBTIDsAXauWI7QIVg_jqVAkA
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://osse.dc.gov/ed-credentials&sa=D&ust=1603927576458000&usg=AOvVaw3wKqYSYf7v82Xv314thF_S
mailto:osse.asklicensure@dc.gov
https://dck12-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/teach_dcps_k12_dc_gov/EbDXGHQsc7xIgdVT6QfEBlEB5O1F2YJw2AiYwDmlzi588w
mailto:teach.dcps@dc.gov
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