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FINDINGS

1. AUTHORIZATION:
 D.C. Code 2-354 and 27 DCMR, Section 1304 and 1702
2.
MINIMUM NEED:

The District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS), Office of Teaching and Learning, has an immediate need to procure the services of Georgetown University to implement the Street Law classes in a minimum of twenty (20) semester-long sections distributed between at least twelve (12) DCPS high schools. 
The Chief, Office of Teaching and Learning believes it is necessary to utilize the services of Georgetown University to ensure the continuation of the Street Law services during the 2022-2023 school year.
3.
ESTIMATED COST:
The estimated cost is $70,000 for the proposed base year contract from 10/1/22 through
9/30/23.
3. FACTS WHICH JUSTIFY A SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT:
The District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS), Office of Teaching and Learning recommend the Georgetown University Street Law services for school year 2022-2023.  
Background and history of this vendor with DCPS
Georgetown University Law School has run Street Law courses in DCPS high schools since 1972, recruiting and training second- and third-year law students to teach classes in high schools throughout the district. The Street Law courses are taught primarily by the law students, though they often work in cooperation with a social studies teacher or administrator at each school.  The Street Law program provides important legal and civic knowledge that complements and reinforces the social studies curriculum of the DCPS but also develops literacy, critical thinking, speaking and listening skills. During the spring semester, the class has a culminating Mock Trial competition, during which students play the role of prosecutors or defense attorneys in arguing a fictional case which highlights real nuances of law and justice.  

Footprint of Street Law in SY21-22
· 11 DCPS high schools had at least one section of Street Law in the 2021-22 School Year, with a total of 20 sections across all participating schools 

· Over 381 students total took Street Law classes in the 2021-22 School Year

· 19 law student teachers from Georgetown’s Law school partner with 13 DCPS teachers and administrators to manage the Street Law classes

· 3 members of Georgetown’s Street Law Clinic manage the program’s curriculum, professional development, and support

· In the annual mock trial tournament, over 450 parents, teachers and friends typically observe the students in more than a dozen simultaneous trials on each of two nights

The D.C. Street Law High School Clinic links Georgetown Law School students with the D.C. Public High Schools, where the law students, teach a year-long course in Street Law.

The course, designed to introduce the high school students to a legal system that touches their lives on a daily basis, concentrates on providing high schoolers with the skills to become problem-solvers through their knowledge of legal principles, primarily in the areas of criminal, tort, family, and constitutional law.

The D.C. Street Law High Schools Clinic seeks for high school students:

(1) To experience the everyday implications of law in their lives 
(2) To understand the values and forces that shapes the law 
(3) To discover mechanisms through which to shape a more just society 
(4) To develop academic, critical thinking, civic and communication skills

The Clinic, with its focus on learner-centered education, creates a classroom environment that invites students to learn from each other through Exposure to complex legal concepts, Involvement in role-plays, mock trials, and small group discussions and Reflection on the application of legal principles to their lives.

The value of the Clinic to high school students is that the students take the year-long Street Law course as an elective. As they study the law, students develop basic academic skills such as reading, writing, listening, oral expression, problem-solving, and analytical thinking. Moreover, the objectives of the Street Law courses correlate well with the D.C. Public Schools' civics curriculum.

In the Street Law course, high school students learn the basic structure of the legal system, including the relationship among legislatures, courts, and agencies, and how citizens relate to the lawmaking processes of each branch of government 
In addition, students acquire the skills need to operate effectively within the legal system. They learn to understand and use basic legal terminology; read, comprehend, and complete legal forms such as contracts, leases, small claims court complaint forms, and credit applications; respond appropriately to police and law enforcement officers; choose courses of action to avoid potential legal problems; seek appropriate remedies for legal problems.  Students also learn to examine underlying policies and values to assess what the law should be.  
The course culminates with the Mock Trial Tournament at the D.C. Superior Court, where actual judges preside, and local attorneys score the teams' performances. The trial allows students to act as lawyers, witnesses, and litigants in a hypothetical case based on cutting-edge legal issues, such as the negligent infliction of the AIDS virus, educational malpractice, or domestic violence. The teams are judged based on their presentation of the case, their understanding of the legal theories, and their in-court performance. The finalists square off for a final mock trial at the Georgetown University Law Center to determine the city champion.
Another outstanding feature of the Street Law course is the Mentor program, in which each Street Law class is paired with a law firm or legal organization where representatives from the firm or organization visit the class to teach about certain aspects of the law in which the firm or organization is involved.  The firm or organization takes the students on a field trip to a law-related activity it is connected to, such as a visit to a Superior Court trial, a Congressional hearing, or to the U.S. Supreme Court.  The firm or organization invites the students to a visit to the firm or organization itself, where the students learn about the operations of a law firm/agency, observe potential careers from legal secretary to lawyer, and perhaps examine the development of a case in some detail. The Mentor Firm or Organization also may help the class to prepare for the mock trial competition.

The Proposed Vendor’s Unique Qualifications:
While DCPS contracts with Georgetown to support the Street Law program by subsidizing the cost of one member of the clinical staff along with the costs associated with running the Mock Trial event, Georgetown University provides the largest share of funding and support for the program which allows it to operate in almost all district high schools.  
The program provides the following unique benefits:
· Because the project has funding from Georgetown, DCPS is able to receive far more teachers for the money than we would be able to receive otherwise.  

· Georgetown Law School, which runs the program, has exclusive connections with alumni and partners in local law firms and government agencies.  These alumni and partners help DCPS students by providing resources, field trips, and information for research projects that would not be possible through another vendor.

· The annual Mock Trial competition is held at the DC Superior Court, an opportunity only made possible through Georgetown’s network. 
· The Street Law curriculum has been created to fit specifically with the DC Standards for social studies, to address gaps in the U.S. Government course while keeping content relevant to DC students in a very specific way.  This customization is not possible for the Street Law program through another vendor.  
Given the history and specificity of the program in its alignment to DCPS standards, curriculum, and professional development, there are no other organizations which could fulfill this particular role.  
In light of the above findings a sole source award is in the best interest of DCPS and would be the most efficient and cost-effective procurement method. 
CERTIFICATION BY THE DCPS PROGRAM DIRECTOR:

I hereby certify that the above findings are correct and the anticipated cost to DCPS is fair and reasonable.
_____________________


__________________________________
Date





Chief, Office of Teaching and Learning
CERTIFICATION AND DETERMINATION

Based on the above certified findings in accordance cited authority, I hereby determine that it is not feasible or practical to invoke the competitive bidding process under Section 402 or 403 of the District of Columbia Procurement Practices Reform Act of 2010 (D.C. Law 18-371; DC Code 2-354 and 27 DCMR 1304 and 1702.
______________________


____________________________

Date





Chief Procurement Officer
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