VA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
— PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Effective June 2026.

DCPS summer learning programs provide students with important opportunities for academic growth,
social-emotional development, and preparation for the upcoming school year. To best achieve these
goals, students are expected to attend summer learning programs every day and arrive on time.

Attendance Expectations

Summer learning programs officially begin on June 22, 2026, and conclude on July 31, 2026. Classes for
elementary and middle school students will take place from Monday through Friday each week. Classes
for high school students will take place from Monday through Thursday each week. Attendance will be

recorded throughout the program, beginning on the first day of the specific summer learning program.

Unexcused Absences

Students who accrue more than three (3) unexcused absences in graded courses (i.e., credit recovery,
original credit, middle school acceleration, and elementary acceleration) will earn a final grade of grade
of “W” (Withdrawal) if the student is attending due to their retention status. This grade of “W” will
supersede any other grade posted by the teacher.

School-Based Attendance Interventions Related to Absences

Robo Calls/Texts for Attendance

Families will receive robo calls/texts after the second and third unexcused absence of their student,
informing them of the consequences of students earning a fourth unexcused absence.

Withdrawal Due to Absence

Families of students in all summer programs will also receive a robo call/text after the fourth unexcused
absence informing them that their student has earned a grade of “W” for graded courses. Students
should continue attending their summer learning course(s) after a fourth unexcused absence, and their
attendance will continue to be tracked.

After the fourth unexcused absence has been recorded, students will have two (2) school days to submit
written excuse documentation for one (1) or more of the unexcused absences. If appropriate
documentation of an excused absence is submitted, their attendance will be updated, and the final term
grade of “W” will be removed from the student’s record in Aspen. Written documentation of excused
absences must be submitted by the last day of the summer learning term. Failing to meet DCPS summer
school attendance requirements may also impact the promotion status of middle school students who
were retained at the conclusion of the school year.

Unenrollment from Summer Enrichment Programs

Students scheduled in summer enrichment programming who do not attend the first three (3) days of
the summer learning period may be unenrolled from the program. The seat will then become available
to students on the waitlist.

1200 First Street, NE | Washington, DC 20002 T 202.442.5885 F 202.442.5026 | www.dcps.dc.gov


http://www.k12.dc.us/

Summer Learning Attendance Guidance

Students in summer enrichment programming who accrue four (4) unexcused absences may be
unenrolled from the enrichment program or course. This decision will be at the discretion of the
summer leader in consultation with the enrichment teacher.

Summer Aftercare

Summer Aftercare begins at 4:00 pm and concludes at 6:00 pm each day of the summer term. Families
are expected to pick up their students by 6:00 pm daily. In the event a student is not picked up by

6:00 pm, families will receive a written warning. If a student is not picked up by 6:00 pm on a second
day, the student will no longer be permitted to participate in Summer Aftercare.

Students who are absent from ES Summer Acceleration Academy will not be permitted to attend
Summer Aftercare on the day of the absence.
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