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How to Use the Parent Curriculum Guide:

This guide gives you the tools you need to support your child at home. In 
this booklet, you’ll find strategies based on the DCPS curriculum to help 
your child meet his or her learning goals. You’ll have a better understanding 
of what your child is learning in school and how you can further learning at 
home.

What You Can Do:

Questions to Ask Your Child’s Teacher:

Talking to Your Child:

You play a very important role in your child’s academic performance. Here are some 
things you can do to support learning at home:

 X Let your child know that education is the foundation for success.
 X Know what your child is expected to learn in the 7th grade.
 X Help your child set high short-term and long-term academic goals.
 X Provide a designated time and location to complete homework.
 X Talk to your child about what is happening in school and constantly monitor 

progress.
 X Advocate for your child.
 X Share your child’s strengths with your child’s teacher.

When speaking with your child’s teacher about academic progress, here are a few 
questions you may want to consider asking:

 X What are the learning goals? Can you show me examples of student work that 
meets the learning goals?

 X May I see an example of my child’s work? How does it or doesn’t it meet these 
learning goals?

 X Is my child at or above grade level, what extra support is available? What can I 
do at home?

 X What classroom routines do you have that should also be used at home?
 X What kinds of questions could I ask my child on a daily basis about your class?

Good conversations help our children see that we are interested in their lives. Here 
are a few conversation starters you may want to consider asking

 X Tell me about the best part of your day.
 X What was the hardest thing you had to do today?
 X Can you show me something you learned today?
 X What books are you reading in school? Describe your favorite character? Why 

do you like that character?
 X What do you think you should do more of at school? What do you think you 

should do less of? Why?
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What My Seventh Grader is Learning

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MATH SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES

 FALL

Students explore the power of storytelling 
in coming of age literature. Students will 

understand that narratives reveal universal 
truths about life that provide readers with 

invaluable opportunities for insightful growth 
and the development of resilience. 

● ● ●
Students discover what it means to be a warrior 

in their own lives. Real-world warriors make 
the decision to face these obstacles head on 

and persevere through challenges in ways that 
have a lasting positive impact on themselves 

and others. As they evaluate the accounts 
presented in each text, students will also be 

asked to consider the need to become a 
real-world warrior in their own lives

Students will analyze proportional 
relationships and use them to solve real-world 

and mathematical problems and apply and 
extend previous understandings of operations 
with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and 

divide rational numbers
● ● ●

Students will use properties of operations to 
generate equivalent expressions and solve 
real-life and mathematical problems using 
numerical and algebraic expressions and 

equations.

Students learn how living things are made of 
cells and how the body is a system of interacting 

subsystems.
● ● ●

Students learn how to promote the growth and 
development of plants and animals.

How do civilizations form? Students explore how 
humans transitioned from a nomadic lifestyle to 
complex civilizations by analyzing the agricultural 

revolution, early Mesopotamia, and  
Hammurabi’s code. 

● ● ●
Where does power come from? Students examine 

political and social structures in Ancient Egypt, 
Kush, and Israel, and learn how societies and 
religion operate in reciprocal relationships. 

● ● ●
How is power be distributed in society? Students 

consider how geographic conditions contributed to 
the emergence of civilizations in Ancient India,  

and compare common characteristics of  
early Indian societies. 

WINTER

Unit 2 challenges students to discover what it 
means to be a warrior in their own lives. Students 

will understand that overwhelming obstacles, 
both personal and systematic, can occur in one’s 

life. Real-world warriors make the decision to 
face these obstacles head on and persevere 

through challenges in ways that have a lasting 
positive impact on themselves and others. 
Students will explore external and internal 

conflicts experienced as the real-world warriors 
persevere against overwhelming odds. By reading 
a variety of accounts of adolescent and adult real-

world warriors who stood up for causes bigger 
than themselves, students will come to view 

themselves as individuals who can also champion 
a cause for the good of others and themselves.  
As students evaluate the accounts presented  

in each text, they will also be asked to  
consider the need to become a  

real-world warrior in their own lives.

Students will use random sampling to draw 
inferences about a population, draw informal 

comparative inferences about two populations, 
and investigate chance processes and develop, 

use, and evaluate probability models. 

Students learn about mutations and examine 
whether or not harmful mutations can be passed on 

by parents to future offspring.
● ● ●

Students examine how organisms can be bred for 
specific purposes, and how that process is similar to 

natural selection.

How should a government treat its people? 
Students will trace the development of civilization 

in China, focusing on how ancient Chinese 
philosophies influenced the government. 

SPRING

In Call of the Wild, Buck teaches us that 
survival is about being adaptable. While this 

sometimes means being competitive and 
looking out for one’s self it can also involve 

looking out for one’s pack. In every instance, 
survival requires perseverance and a refusal 
to accept the status quo. This unit will allow 

teachers the opportunity to make strong, deep 
connections between the lessons that Buck 

teaches the reader and the adolescent world 
our students inhabit. This unit allows students 

to make connections to issues facing immigrant 
communities, the refugee crises, race relations, 

the LGBT rights movement, the rights of 
women and girls, child labor, and any number 
of other social justice issues. By the end of this 
unit, students will see themselves as survivors 

able to thrive in the face of  
challenges and adversity.

Students will draw, construct, and describe 
geometrical figures and describe the 

relationships between them. Students will 
solve real world and mathematical problems 

involving angles, area, surface area and 
volume.

Students explore how changes in ecosystems  
affect interacting relationships among organisms  

in an area.

What does a historian do? Students will complete 
a historical research project (i.e., essay, tri-fold 

museum exhibit, documentary, website, or 
performance) using the guidelines of the National 
History Day competition in alignment to the 2022 

NHD theme: “Debate & Diplomacy in History: 
Successes, Failures, and Consequences.”

● ● ●
What is the relationship between people and 
their government? Students will compare the 

different conceptions of citizenship in the different 
governments of the city-states of Ancient Greece. 

● ● ●
What makes a civilization successful? By exploring 

the rise and fall of the Roman Empire, students 
learn that societies go through periods of creation, 

expansion, and collapse. 
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Activities to Practice with My Seventh Grader
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FALL

WINTER

SPRING

Visit the National Museum of American 
History. As you view the exhibitions, ask 
your child to read the descriptions and 

explain how the people featured overcame 
challenging situations.

● ● ●
Consider asking your child to select a 

conflict studied in the unit that they would 
like to learn more about. Visit the local 
library together and conduct additional 

research on the conflict. Ask your child to 
teach you what they have learned.

Discuss the impact of reducing or 
increasing, recipes on the amount for  

each ingredient.
● ● ●

Have your child calculate tax, tip and 
discount while shopping or going out  

for food.

Explore the virtual “Life Lab” at the 
Koshland Science Museum website 
bit.ly/DCPSLifeLab with your child 
to exlore the science behind aging 
and learning. This is a great activity 
to do during or after the 7th grade 

unit on “Bodies and Systems”.

Visit the Hall of Human Origins 
and the Eternal Life in Ancient 

Egypt exhibits at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural  

History (free).

Keep a journal recording how 
much time you spend reading each 

day! List your favorite characters 
from each story and identify 

a place in the story where the 
character shows a quality that you 

admire.
● ● ●

Go to the Hindu American 
Foundation at bit.ly/

DCPSHinduBasics and check 
“Hinduism’s Contribution from 
Antiquity“ How many of these 

contributions show up in your life 
today?

Consider asking your child to select a conflict 
studied in the unit that they would like to 
learn more about. Visit the local library 

together and conduct additional research on 
the conflict. Ask your child to teach you what 

they have learned.

Ask your child to continue visual patterns 
and to figure out how many objects will 
be in the 43rd pattern. See if they can 

create an equation to determine how many 
objects will be in any step of the pattern. 

See: bit.ly/VisualPatterns
● ● ●

While playing board games, your child can 
analyze the probability of certain events 

occurring, such as, rolling an even number, 
rolling a 2, or spinning a red.

After their unit on Inheritance 
and Genetic Variation, watch 

the “Smithsonian Science How” 
video - Powerful Predators - 

Adaptations of Trap-Jaw Spiders. 
Afterwards, take your child to the 

Smithsonian’s Q’rius exhibit at 
the National Museum of Natural 

History to learn more.  
bit.ly/DCPSSpiders

● ● ●
Visit the Smithsonian National 

Museum of Natural History’s many 
fossil exhibits with your child.

Visit the South Asian and Chinese 
Collections at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Asian Art 

(free). Discuss with your child how 
the art connects to what they 
learned about Ancient India  

and China.

Go to the Hindu American 
Foundation at  

bit.ly/DCPSHinduBasics and check 
“Hinduism’s Contribution from 
Antiquity“ How many of these 

contributions show up in your life 
today?
● ● ●

Visit your local library to checkout 
three new books!  

Visit bit.ly/findmylibrary  
to find your local library branch. 

Make sure to add the new books you 
read to your reading journal!

Consider having your child research historical 
neighborhoods in Washington D.C. Have 

them teach you the neighborhood’s historical 
impact on the city.

Ask your child to analyze the claims in 
commercials and ads that they see. If an 

ad proclaims that it is 50% better than the 
competitor, discuss the types of subjects 

and sample size that would be fair to use in 
order to make that claim.

Q?rius is a full, hands-on exhibit, 
so prepare for you and your child 
to explore the way real scientists 

do bit.ly/DCPSQrius!
● ● ●

Discuss with your child that 
every ecosystem consists of 

many interconnected food chains 
called food webs. Go on a nature 
walk with your child and identify 
producers and consumers, and 

draw your own food chains.

English Language Arts Math Science Social Studies Enrichment Activity

Ask your child what their definition of a good citizen is, and how they might 
convince others with different views. Take a virtual tour of the Acropolis at 

www.acropolisvirtualtour.gr
● ● ●

The SAGE post-test takes place in June. Encourage your child to do  
their best.
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