DETERMINATION AND FINDINGS FOR SOLE SOURCE
AGENCY:


District of Columbia Public Schools







Brookland Elementary School
CAPTION:
Class trip to Prince William Forest Park
PROPOSED CONTRACTOR:
NatureBridge.
CONTRACT NO.


N/A

FINDINGS

1.
Authorization:
Section 305 (a), DC Code§ 2-303.05, and 27 DCMR §§ 1206.6, 1705.1 and 1705.2
2.
Minimum Need:

The District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS), Brookland Middle School is seeking a vendor to provide Class trip and environmental science program for students at grade 6&7 at Prince William Forest Park from June 4, 2018 through June 6, 2018. The mission of this trip is for students to explore environmental science and expand their environmental literacy.  Students are going as a teambuilding experience that builds upon their instruction in STEM areas. By attending NatureBridge, students get to experience environmental science and expand their science literacy skills.
3.
Estimated Fair and Reasonable Cost:

The estimated cost is $11,000.00
4.
Facts That Justify A Determination Of Responsibility and Price Reasonableness:
The District of Columbia Public Schools recommends The NatureBridge to provide environmental science programs in Prince William Forest Park. The three-days programs are led by experienced educators and are tailored to reinforce and extend classroom learning. Area of study includes; life science& Ecology, Watershed studies, Earth Science& Geology. 
Students are going as a teambuilding experience that builds upon their instruction in STEM areas. Brookland Middle School is an arts integrated school, so while students experience math and science in the classroom we have few programs outside of class materials dedicated to expanding our students’ knowledge in STEM. By attending Naturebridge, students get to experience environmental science in a hands on way, apply things they’ve heard about in math and science to the real world, and expand their science literacy skills through reading and writing activities throughout the program. 

The mission of this trip is for students to explore environmental science and expand their environmental literacy. It is important to give students access to environmental science outside of the classroom because the world is constantly changing. With climate change, deforestation, pollution, and other problems impacting the existence of life on earth as we know it, the more we expose students to now the more they will be able to lead the solutions for the future. For some of our students, they have never been outside of DC, so we aim to expose them to this environment to inspire them to take action. 

This trip will preview/build upon the NGSS standards related to ecosystems (MS-LS2-2, MS-LS2-5) , weather/climate (MS-ESS3-5) , as well as expose students to environmental literacy which they may not have had an experience with. Students will be able to take what they already know from class and apply it to a real world scenario, and see the bridge between the content and possible college and career opportunities. Additionally, this trip will expand on the social/emotional learning students completed throughout the year as they work through team building and confidence building exercises. 
The intended outcome is for students to experience environmental science in a real life setting, experience an environment outside of DC, and to build their social emotional skills. By allowing students to experience environmental science through the NatureBridge program, we hope to inspire them to explore and consider college and career options in the environmental science fields.

5.
Certification by Contract Specialist:

I hereby certify that the above findings are correct and complete to the best of my knowledge.

______________________________



___________

Contract Specialist





Date

DETERMINATION
I hereby determine based on the certified findings, that it is the best interest of the District to procure the services from the proposed contractor as a sole source in accordance with Section 305 9a), DC Code § 2-303.05, and 27 DCMR §§ 1206.6, 1705.1 and 1705.2.

_______________________________



____________

Contracting Officer





Date
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