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6 IMPACT: THE DCPS EFFECTIVENESS ASSESSMENT SYSTEM FOR SCHOOL-BASED PERSONNEL

GROUP 11a: OVERVIEW

Who is in Group 11a?

Group 11a consists of all school-based psychologists.

What are the IMPACT components for members of Group 11a?

There are five IMPACT components for members of Group 11a. Each is explained in greater detail in the following sections of this 
guidebook.

n	 School-Based Psychologist Standards – Administrator Assessed (PSY-A) — These standards define excellence for school-
based psychologists in DCPS. They make up 40% of your IMPACT score.

n	 School-Based Psychologist Standards – Office of Specialized Instruction Assessed (PSY-OSI) — These standards define 
excellence for school-based psychologists in DCPS. They make up 40% of your IMPACT score.

n	 Assessment Timeliness (AT) — This is a measure of the extent to which you complete your assigned assessments within the 
timeframe and in accordance with the rules established by the DCPS Office of Specialized Instruction. This component makes 
up 10% of your IMPACT score. 

n	 Commitment to the School Community (CSC) — This is a measure of the extent to which you support and collaborate with 
your school community. This component makes up 10% of your IMPACT score.

n	 Core Professionalism (CP) — This is a measure of four basic professional requirements for all school-based personnel. This 
component is scored differently from the others, which is why it is not represented in the pie chart. For more information, 
please see the Core Professionalism section of this guidebook.
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SUPPORTING YOUR SUCCESS

What resources are available to help me be successful?
Professional development is critical to our success as a school system. After all, the best schools are those focused on the 
learning of children and adults. This is why providing educators with outstanding support is a top district priority.

Below you will find more information about job-specific resources and learning opportunities designed to help you improve your practice.

FOR SCHOOL-BASED PSYCHOLOGISTS

School-based psychologists are encouraged to explore the professional development opportunities offered to related service 
providers and posted on the Educator Portal+.

The psychology program offers monthly case conferences during which participants learn about recent developments in 
evidence-based practice, receive feedback and support from program managers and peers, and apply new learning to current 
students on their caseloads.

Related service provider (RSP) trainings are held during district professional development days on topics ranging from 
innovative intervention techniques to best practices for supporting students and families. Webinars are also available to support 
RSP practice, including use of the Special Education Data System (SEDS). Training materials and guidebooks for each discipline 
are posted on the RSP page on the Educator Portal+. Visit PD Planner for training dates and topics.

PD PLANNER

PD Planner is an online catalog of professional development opportunities that enables DCPS educators to target support 
where they need it most. Educators can browse offerings and register for workshops presented by DCPS and the Washington 
Teachers’ Union. At the conclusion of a training course, a certificate of completion can be submitted for recertification credit, 
as applicable, with the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE). Visit PD Planner at http://dcps.schoolnet.com. 
Instructional coaches or principals can provide login information. 

EDUCATOR PORTAL+ 

The Educator Portal+ (www.educatorportalplus.com) is an online platform that provides teachers with curricular resources across 
all subjects. Curricular resources are aligned with Common Core State Standards, Next Generation Science Standards, and 
District of Columbia standards.

In addition, through the Educator Portal+, teachers may access differentiated, high-quality professional development resources 
aligned to the Teaching and Learning Framework (TLF). Featured resources include: 

• Reality PD: A video library of outstanding DCPS teachers in action, covering all nine Teach standards and a variety of grade 
levels and subject areas 

• Teach Standard Resource Sets: A collection of self-assessments, high-impact instructional strategies, annotated resource 
lists, and other tools aligned to each Teach standard 

Teachers may access these resources and sign up for relevant events and announcements by visiting www.educatorportalplus.com 
and logging in using their DCPS email address (first.last@dc.gov) and e-mail password. Should they have questions, teachers 
may contact educator.portal@dc.gov.
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FOR TEACHERS AND STAFF AT SPECIAL SCHOOLS

At International Baccalaureate (IB) Schools, specialized training is offered to support teachers and staff in implementing 
IB methods, with a focus on developing students’ intellectual, personal, emotional, and social skills. The International 
Baccalaureate Organization also offers workshops and online training for teachers. More information is available at  
http://www.ibo.org/events. 

DCPS UNION PARTNERS

Most DCPS staff members are represented by one of four valued union partners. Should employees have questions regarding 
their union membership, they may contact HR Answers at 202-442-4090. Our union partners include:

• American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Local 2921: American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) members work in public schools throughout the nation in helping children 
realize their full potential. They do so by providing services critical to an effective and healthy learning environment — 
assisting in the classroom, and providing clerical and other support to teachers, administrators, and families. AFSCME 
Local 2921 represents DCPS’ school-based clerical staff and educational aides. For more information, please visit  
www.districtcouncil20.org.

• Teamsters Local 639: The Teamsters union mission is to organize and educate workers toward a higher standard of living. 
Teamster contracts are the guarantors of decent wages, fair promotion, health coverage, job security, paid time off, and 
retirement income. Teamsters Local 639 represents DCPS’ custodians and attendance counselors. For more information, please 
visit www.teamsters639.com.  

• Council of School Officers (CSO): The Council of School Officers union (CSO) represents DCPS Administrators below the rank of 
Instructional Superintendent. The CSO works to bring about fair and equitable labor agreements such as contracts, fair wages, 
and job descriptions on behalf of their members who serve our students and communities. For more information, please visit 
www.councilofschoolofficers.org.   

• Washington Teachers’ Union (WTU): The Washington Teachers’ Union (WTU) represents more than 4,500 members in 
Washington, D.C., including teachers, related service providers, counselors, and others. The WTU is dedicated to social 
and educational justice for the students of the District of Columbia and to improving the quality of support, resources, 
compensation, and working conditions for the public servants and proud teachers who educate our students in D.C. Public 
Schools. For more information, please visit www.wtulocal6.org.
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If I earn a Minimally Effective rating and then a Developing rating, will I have one more 
year to improve?

Yes, you will have one additional year to improve your performance to Effective or Highly Effective. However, if you receive a 
third consecutive rating that is below expectations (i.e., Ineffective, Minimally Effective, or Developing), you will be subject to 
separation. 

If I earn a Developing rating and then a Minimally Effective rating, will I have one more 
year to improve?

No. In this case, your performance will have declined from below expectations (Developing) to significantly below expectations 
(Minimally Effective). As a result, you will be subject to separation. 

What can I do if I disagree with my final rating?  

If you receive a final IMPACT rating of Ineffective, Minimally Effective, or Developing and you would like to appeal your rating, 
you may file a formal appeal to the Chancellor. A three-member panel comprised of senior leaders in DCPS will convene to review 
all appeals and provide a recommendation to the Chancellor who will make a final decision. More information regarding the 
Chancellor’s Appeals Process and final IMPACT scores will be shared with eligible employees.

Note: Employees may have other appeals options available through their union’s collective bargaining agreement and are 
encouraged to contact their union representative for more information. 

Can I contest a score in the middle of the year?

No. The formal appeals process takes place after final IMPACT ratings are calculated at the end of the school year. However, 
during the school year, if you have additional evidence which you believe should be reviewed in determining a specific 
assessment score, you may submit that evidence directly to your assessor for his or her consideration.
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If I resign at the end of the 2015–2016 
school year, will I be eligible for the 
bonus? 

No. In addition to recognizing and rewarding excellent staff 
members, IMPACTplus aims to retain them. Thus, to be 
eligible for the bonus, you must be employed by DCPS, or be a 
new entrant to the retirement system, at the time of the bonus 
distribution.

If I am separated from the school system 
for disciplinary reasons, will I be eligible 
for the bonus? 

No. 

If I am employed by DCPS for only part 
of the school year, will I receive the full 
bonus? 

No. Assuming you are employed by DCPS (or are a new 
retiree) at the time of the bonus distribution, your bonus 
will be prorated according to the number of full months you 
worked during the school year in which you earned the Highly 
Effective rating.

Are there any conditions attached to 
accepting this bonus? 

Yes. After accepting the bonus, you will no longer have access 
to the “extra year,” early retirement, or buyout options if 
you are excessed at any time in the future and cannot find 
a placement at another school. To learn more about these 
options, please consult the WTU contract (Section 4.5.5) at 
wtulocal6.org.

Am I required to accept the bonus? 

No. If you would prefer not to give up the “extra year,” early 
retirement, or buyout options related to excessing, you may 
forgo the bonus.

How will I communicate with DCPS 
whether I want to accept the bonus? 

Once final IMPACT reports are available, the IMPACT team 
will notify you via email if you are eligible for an IMPACTplus 
bonus. You will submit your acceptance decision by logging 
into the IMPACT database at impactdcps.dc.gov. DCPS will 
provide more details at that time.

When will I receive my bonus? 

Upon confirmation that you have returned to DCPS the 
following school year or retired, DCPS will disburse all 
bonuses by the end of the calendar year in which they are 
earned.

Will the bonus be subject to District of 
Columbia and federal taxes? 

Yes. 

If I earn a Highly Effective rating again in 
the next school year (2016–2017), will I be 
eligible for another bonus? 

Yes. You will be eligible every year that you earn a Highly 
Effective rating.

If I have additional questions about the 
annual bonus, whom should I contact? 

Please contact the IMPACT team at 202-719-6553 or 
impactdcps@dc.gov.
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If I am employed by DCPS for only part 
of the school year, will I receive the full 
bonus? 

No. Assuming you are employed by DCPS (or are a new 
retiree) at the time of the bonus distribution, your bonus 
will be prorated according to the number of full months you 
worked during the school year in which you earned the Highly 
Effective rating.

When will I receive my bonus? 

Upon confirmation that you have returned to DCPS the 
following school year or retired, DCPS will disburse all 
bonuses by the end of the calendar year in which they are 
earned.

Will the bonus be subject to District of 
Columbia and federal taxes? 

Yes. 

If I earn a Highly Effective rating again in 
the next school year (2016–2017), will I be 
eligible for another bonus? 

Yes. You will be eligible every year that you earn a Highly 
Effective rating.

How do I know if I work in one of the 40 
targeted schools? 

If you are not sure, please ask your administrator. You 
may also contact the IMPACT team at 202-719-6553 or 
impactdcps@dc.gov.

If I retire at the end of the 2015–2016 
school year, will I be eligible for the 
bonus? 

Yes. 

Will the bonus count toward my pension 
calculation? 

No. 

If I resign at the end of the 2015–2016 
school year, will I be eligible for the 
bonus? 

No. In addition to recognizing and rewarding excellent staff 
members, IMPACTplus aims to retain them. Thus, to be 
eligible for the bonus, you must be employed by DCPS, or be 
a new entrant to the retirement system, at the time of the 
bonus distribution.

If I am separated from the school system 
for disciplinary reasons, will I be eligible 
for the bonus? 

No. 

If I have additional questions about the annual 
bonus, whom should I contact? 

Please contact the IMPACT team at 202-719-6553 or impactdcps@dc.gov.
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